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Steve Wright              

Key Puritan Quotes 

Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) 

Every Christian family ought to be as it were a little church, consecrated to Christ, and wholly 
influenced and governed by his rules. And family education and order are some of the chief 
means of grace. If these fail, all other means are likely to prove ineffectual. If these are duly 
maintained, all the means of grace will be likely to prosper and be successful. 

John Newton (1725-1807) 

I think, with you, that it is very expedient and proper that reading a portion of the word of God 
should be ordinarily a part of our family worship; so likewise to sing a hymn or psalm, or part of 
one, at discretion; provided there are some people in the family who have enough of a musical 
ear and voice to conduct the singing in a tolerable manner: otherwise, perhaps, it may be better 
omitted. If you read and sing, as well as pray, care should be taken that the combined services do 
not run into an inconvenient length. 

Richard Baxter (1615-1691) 

We must have a special eye upon families, to see that they are well ordered. The welfare and 
glory of both the Church and the State, depend much on family government and duty. If we suffer 
the neglect of this, we shall undo all. Therefore, if you desire. reformation, do all you can to 
promote family religion. 

Rev. M. Simpson, 1882 - The Influence of Family Worship 

Family Worship increases the spirit of reverence for God and His Word. Children copy their 
parents’ spirit and example. If parents begin the day by invoking God’s blessing, by consecrating 
the early hour to His service, they show their estimate of the value of worship. If business, 
society, wealth, and pleasure are deferred for worship, the youth feels that the claims of Deity are 
above all other claims. Parents thus show that they can do nothing rightly without the divine 
blessing, and that Divine approval is far more precious than the approval of men. 

John Bunyan - Duties of Fathers and Parents (1628-1688) 

As touching the spiritual state of his family; he ought to be very diligent and circumspect, doing 
his utmost endeavour both to increase faith where it is begun, and to begin it where it is not. 
Wherefore, to this end, he ought diligently and frequently to lay before his household such things 
of God, out of his word, as are suitable for each particular. 

Thy children have souls, and they must be begotten of God as well as of thee, or they perish. And 
know also, that unless thou be very circumspect in thy behavior to and before them, they may 
perish through thee: the thoughts of which should provoke thee, both to instruct, and also to 
correct them. 
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Matthew Henry – Commentary (1662-1714) 

Masters of families, who preside in the other affairs of the house, must go before their households 
in the things of God. They must be as prophets, priests, and kings in their own families; and as 
such they must keep up family-doctrine, family-worship, and family-discipline: then is there a 
church in the house, and this is the family religion I am persuading you to. You must read the 
scriptures to your families, in a solemn manner, requiring their attendance on your reading, and 
their attention to it: and inquiring sometimes whether they understand what you read. 

John Knox - Giving Account (1510-1572) 

Brethren, you are ordained of God to rule your own houses in his true fear, and according to his 
word. Within your houses, I say, in some cases, you are bishops and kings; your wife, children, 
servants, and family are your bishopric and charge. Of you it shall be required how carefully and 
diligently you have instructed them in God’s true knowledge, how you have studied to plant virtue 
in them, and [to] repress vice. And therefore I say, you must make them partakers in reading, 
exhorting, and in making common prayers, which I would in every house were used once a day at 
least. 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-1892) 
 
First, let us begin by emphatically declaring it is parents (fathers in particular) and not the church 
who are given the primary responsibility for calling the next generation to hope in God. The 
church serves a supplementary role, reinforcing the biblical nurture that is occurring in the home. 
It is not the job of “professionals” at the church to rear the children of believers in the faith.  
 


